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vacante from bodelye laboures. They be taughte learninge in their
owne natyve tong. For it is bothe copious in woordes, and also
pleasaunte to the eare: and for the utteratmce of a mans minde very
perfecte and sure.
The mooste parte of all that syde of the worde useth the same lan-
guage, savinge that among the Utopians It is fyneste and pureste, and
accordinge to the dyversytye of the countreys it is dyverslye alterede.
Of all these Philosophers, whose names be heare famous in this
parte of the world to us knowen, before oure commynge thether not
as much as the fame of annye of them was cum en amonge them.
And yet in Musike, Logike, Arythmetyke, and Geometrye they have
founde oute in a manner all that oure auncieiit Philosophers have
tawghte. But as they in all thinges be almoste equal to oure olde
tmcyente clerkes, so our newe Logiciens in subtyl inventions have
farred passed and beyonde them. For they have not devysed one of
all those rules of restrictions, amplifications and suppositions, verye
wittclye invented in the small Logicalles, whyche hears oure children
in every place do learne.
Furthermore they were never yet hable to fynde out the seconde
intentions: insomuche that none of them all coulde ever see man him-
self e in commen, as they cal him, thoughe he be (as you knowe)
bygger than ever was annye gyaunte, yea and poynted to of us even
wyth our fynger. But they be in the course of the starres, and the
movynges of the heavenly spheres verye expert and cunnynge. They
have also wittely excogitated and divised instrumentes of divers fas-
sions: wherein is exactly comprehended and conteyned the movynges
and situations of the sonne, the mone, and of al the other starres,
which appere in theire horizon. But as for the amityes and dissen-
tions of the pianettes, and all that deceyteful divination by the starres,
they never as much as dreamed thereof. Raynes, windes, and other
courses of tempestes they knowe before by certeine tokens, which
they have learned by long use and observation. But of the causes of
al these thinges and of the ebbinge, flowinge, and saltenes of the sea,
and finallye of the original begynnynge and nature of heaven and of
the worlde, they holde partelye the same opinions that oure olde
Philosophers hold, and partely, as our Philosophers varye among-
themselfes, so they also, whiles they bringe newe reasons of thinges,
do disagree from all them, and yet among themselfes in all poyntes
they doe not accorde. In that part of Philosophic, which intreateth
of manners and vertue, theire reasons and opinions agree with ours.
They dispute of the good qualityes of the sowle, of the body, and
of fortune. And whether the name of godnes maye be applied to all
these, or onlye to the endowementes and giftes of the soule. They
reason of vertue and pleasure. But the chiefe and principall ques~-
tion is in what things, be it one or moe, the felicitye of man con-